WE 


WE OR AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN. 
UNTO YOU THAN THAT 
NTO YOU, LET HIM BE 


— acy 2 


Tenn., Saturpay, November 18, 1899. 


History of the Southern Ststes Mission. 
(L (Contined from page 394.) 


Nov. 4, 1892, the Elders and Saints of 
Mississippi assembled at Morriston, 
Miss., and held a very successful confer- 


— * 


take two of his sons with him to Utah. had never heard of Christ, and did things 
About the time he was ready to leave a that would make savages blush with 
mob met him and took the boys from shame. No appointment was left. 

him and forced him to leave post haste. ders R. C. Harvey and Ivie were 
He took their advice and received no forced by the ministers of Essex county. 
fdfther evidence of their animosity. | Virginia, to leave that county. 


OUR “LIVING ORACLES.” 


She First Presidency and Twelve Aposties ot the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 


— 


There was living at Denmark, Miss., 


ence. The fall company of Saints left 
Chattanooga soon after this time; re- 
turning with them were several Elders 
‘who had been honorably released. Elder 


“a Moss, one of the number, had an un- 


pleasant experience with a mob. Brother 
N. C. Peterson requested Elder Moss to 


Oct. 30 Elders Layton and Wead went 
to a church where religious services were 
being held near Sessionville to an- 
nounce a meeting that they were going 
to hold. The members of the church 
became so angered that they cursed and 


swore, and acted much like people who | 


a preacher, Craig by name, who wanted 
to debate. Elders Holt, White and 
Snow sallied forth to meet him. The 
Bible and no other book was to be used. 


Craig opened yp on the enemy with 
“Bishop's book on Mormonism,“ and 
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extracts from the Salt Lake Tribune. 
For an hour and a half he poured vile 
epithets and vituperation into the oppo- 
nent’s ranks. Reserving their fire until 
the enemy had nearly exhausted his am- 
munition, the Elders turned the Bible 
into Craig’s stronghold. He (Craig) had 
not taken the precaution to protect his 
magazines and ammunition wagons, 
consequently the little remaining ammu- 
nition was immediately under the fire of 
the *“‘Mormons.” It took fire and ex- 
ploded. As a result the enemy resorted 
to extreme measures and wanted a 
sign. “Whoever heard of these men 
healing anybody?’ A stray shot from 
the congregation saying they healed my 
child,” silenced absolutely the enemy. 
Even a fierce charge that revelation was 
not needed was defeated by his own con- 
fessions of three weeks previous that he 
had been called by revelation to preach. 
H. T. Stout was healed instantly through 
the laying on of hands of Elder H. L. 
Hunter. 

O. H. Snow and A. M. Beecher had 
their meeting broken up near Short 
Creek, Ala., by a deacon of the church 
near that place. They were forced into 
the woods for safety, where they slept 
in peace. 

At the close of this year there is la- 
boring in the Southern States Mission 

106 Elders, not, one being sick. 


Virginia Conference. 


Only those who have attended a con- 
ference of “Mormon” Elders know the 
pleasure and happiness they enjoy dur- 
i ing these meetings. November 5 and 6 

the Elders of the Virginia Conference 
and a few of the Saints met at Richmond, 
Va., for their annual conference. Presi- 
dent Rich, of the Southern States Mis 
sion, was in attendance. President Joseph 
F. ley, of the Virginia Conference, 
presided. 

Sunday morning, November 5, the meet- 
ing opened by singing “Come, O Thou 
King of Kings.” Leslie George offered 
prayer; continued by singing “Ye Elders 
of Israel.” President Pulley made a few 
introductory remarks, expressing his 
pleasure at meeting with the Elders, 
Saints and friends. He said it was the 
earnest endeavors of every true servant 
of the Lord to be zealous in preaching to 
all people, showing them the way to be 
saved, and invited all to lend a listening 
ear to the things spoken at this confer- 
ence, as they would mean much to them. 

Elder Pack then addressed the con- 
gregation upon the first principles of the 
Gospel and exhorted them to obey, as it 
was by obedience that salvation was tp 
be had. 

Elder Snow next spoke and assured the 


congregation that because they loved their 


fellows they came here and made many 
sacrifices to be able to come. Said he: 
“Our only desire is to do you good and 
assist you in the great battle to secure a 
home in the Great Beyond.“ 

Elder Brown was then introduced and 
said: The Gospel if strictly followed 
will make us pure and holy,” and con- 
cluded by bearing his testimony. 

President K.ch then arose and said: 
“We are here to bear testimony that God 
is an unchangeable being, that He was 
not the author of confusion ; there should 
be but one church, and that the Church 
of Jesus Christ. Continuing, he said: 
very blessing and promise that was 
ever enjoyed by the children of God could 
now be enjoyed if people would only live 
rightly.” After singing and benediction 


the meeting was dismissed until after- 


noon. 
Afternoon Sendion. 


After the usual preliminaries the sac- 
rament was administered. Elders Foth- 
eringham and Rich ‘did the speaking. 
Brother Fotheringham made but a few 
remarks, when President Rich arose and 
in his own pleasing way spoke of the 
council in heaven, of the plans offered b 
Lucifer and by Jesus; how that when 
Jesus’ 
belled and led one-third of the lost of 


heaven after him; he explained how Je- 


sus went about fulfilling His promise; 


how that in the original plan the feet 


could not say to the head, I have no need 
of thee, and that God being unchange- 
able, the same would hold good now. 
The Gospel rests upon the rock of reve- 
lation, and where we have no revelation. 
of necessity we have no Gospel. Faith, 
Repentance, Baptism and the Holy Ghost 
are the corner-stones; upon these we 
build and climb up to perfection, where 
we pluck the fruits of the Holy Ghost and 
get a peep, as it were, of the great here- 


after. 
Evening Session. 


Elders Emery and Rich addressed the 
congregation. Elder Emery discussed 
very pleasantly the first principles of the 
Gospel. Ben E. Rich showed the har 
mony of these principles and ordinances 
and the justice of a universal salvation. 
He referred to the many mansions in 
heaven and showed the inconsistency of 


one “great big heaven” and one “great 


big hell.“ 
In speaking of eternal a he 


said it is eternal in the sense that God 


is eternal, and He being eternal, the pun- 
ishment that He pronounces is eternal, 
indicating its Author. Men will not 
“fry and sizzle” through all eternity, as 
some say, but will be rewarded according 
to their works, and if God rewards or 
punishes with one, two or many stripes 
all will be eternal, for God is the Author. 


During services a minister of one of 


the city churches made himself very: 
prominent by standing on the stairs en- 
treating people to turn away from the 
meeting. He was very bitter in the 
statements he made and insisted upon 
being heard concerning the belief of the 
“Mormon” people. One of the arguments 
used was that all the “Mormons” be⸗ 
lieved in was in having as many wives as 
they wanted. He made himself so. cou- 
spicuous that some of the visitors re- 
quested President Rich to enlighten them 
upon the belief of the Mormons, con- 
cerning this principle, as well as to speak 
upon the Roberts question. This invi- 
tation came from more than one and dur- 
ing the evening session, in the course of 
his sermon, he spoke as follows: 

“I have been requested to enlighten 
your minds by telling you something of 
the belief of the ‘Mormon’ con- 


cerning marriage. I was born of Mor- 


mon’ parents, who were driven from Mis- 
souri and from Illinois because their re- 


ligious belief did not coincide with that. 


of their neighbors. . My parents have 
had their homes burned down more than 
once by Christian mobs, who were not 
willing to honor the constitution of our 
country by allowing mankind to worship 
God according to the dictates of their 
own conscience. They with their breth- 
ren and sisters were forced to go away 
from civilization into the valleys of the 
almost unknown Rocky Mountains, where 
the white man had scarcely ever trod. 
They went out amongst the savages and 
found them more merciful than were their 


former neighbors in Missouri and IIIi- 


plan was accepted Lucifer re- 


they noti 


nile: they settled on the arid lands of 
Utah, where it was thought nothing could 


be raised, and one pioneer trapper of- 
fered a thousand dollars for the first ear 


of corn that could be grown in that des- 
ert country. Te ‘Mormon’ people have 
suffered all the horrors. of the bitterest 
kind of religious persecution, and that. 
too, in the land of the free, here relig- 


‘| fous: liberty, is the very corner. stone of 
our. government. 5 


“In the days of Joseph Smith our 3 
ple were very devout in stdying the Holy 
Scriptures; they read the account of 
Abraham, who was the friend of Goi, 
notwithstanding the fact that he was a 
polygamist; they read of David, who had 
many, wives and yet was called a man 


‘after God's own heart; they noticed that 


it was recorded that in nothing did he 
sin save in the case of Uriah, the Hetite; 
they read in the record that God told him 
through the mouth of the Prophet Na- 
than that He had given him Saul’s wives; 
they remembered that the Almighty had 
blessed the polygamist Solomon with wis- 
dom above all men and selected him as 


| the one to be considered worthy to builJ 


God’s holy temple, and notwithstanding 
the fact of him being a polygamist, and 
that God’s law said that a bastard. should 
not enter the congregation of the Lord, 
yet He recognized Solomon to such an 
extent that He permitted fire to come 
down from heaven and consume the of- 
fering upon the altar of the temple, even 
though the polygamist Solomon did offi- 
ciate in the congregation of the Lord; 

ced by the ‘genealogy 
of Christ. our Master, as given to us in 
the. Christian Bible, that it reached back 


through a long lineage of men who had 


more wives than one. They could isee 
that Christ Himself was called a son of 
David, and they could not understand 
why the Holy and Pure One, the only | 
begotten of God, should come to this 
earth through such a lineage. They could 
not understand why that in marriage, 

to be His friends, His associates, men 
vy His own heart, and to be instru- 


ments through whom He intended to 


speak and thunder forth His law to fu- 
ture generations. Joseph Smith inquire4 
of the Lord just as the ancient’ prophets 
were in the habit of doing when they | 
were in need ‘of enlightenment. It was 
then that the law. of ‘Celestial marriage 
was given to the Latter Day Saints. It 
was then that the Lord told Joseph 
Smith that the form of marriage prac- 
ticed by His friends, His associates, the 
men after His own heart, the men whom 
He blessed with the most wisdom, the 
men who were the progenitors of Christ, 
according to the New Testament, was 
pure and holy in His sight. This is how 
the Latter, Day Saints became believers 
in what the world calls polygamous mar- 
riages. It was not then. against the law; 
the law was afterwards: made against 
it, When these laws were passed our peo- 
ple believed them to be unconstitutional, 
because that sacred instrument. says that 
congress shall pass no law regulating the 
form of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof. We contested these laws 
in the courts of our country, taking our 
case to the supreme court of the United 
States, more than once, at a cost of over 
an hundred thousand of dollars. When 
the supreme court of our declared 
this law to be constitutional, then we 
bowed our heads in submission to the 
same, because God has told us to obey 
all constitutional laws of our land, and 
to leave the rest in the hands of Him 
whose servants we. are. 

“My father had more than one wife, 
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The children of this marriage love ech 
other as if my father had had but one 
wife. When I go back to my mountain 
home their children greet me as affec- 
tionately as if we were all from the same 
mother; my father’s wives greet me as 
warmly as would my own dear mother, 
were she alive; the kiss that they place 
upon my lips is the kiss of a mother, My 


father is not living, and he married ‘his 
wives and raised his families before these 
laws were passed. But were he living 
today, what would you have him do? 
Would you have him pin the scarlet let- 
ter of shame upon the breasts of these 
mothers, cast them out and bastardize 
their children? Were be living, and 
should he do this, I would consider him 
unworthy the name of father. In con- 
sidering this case you are also consider- 
ing the case of the two per cent. of the 
‘Mormon’ people who have practiced 
polygamy. It is the case of B. H. Rob- 
erts, the much-talked-of ‘Mormon’ con- 
gressman, who is the cause of so much 
newspaper comment today. He took his 
wives before the laws were declared con- 
stitutional; they are the mothers of his 
children and have been faithful and true 
to their husband. What would you have 
him do? I realize that I am standing 
today in what was once the capital of 
the confederacy; you people of the south 
once had a cause which you considered 
just. Unlike us, you did not meet your 
country in the court room, but upon the 
battlefield. By the munition of war you 
were told that your cause was lost, but 
the days of reconstruction were permit- 
ted to take place and your cause was 
handled by statesmen and not by bigots 


from the north. We ask you to take our 
cause from the hands of such religious 
bigots as those of the Methodist church 
in Utah, and let it be settled as your 
cause was settled—by the statesmen of 
our country. When Roberts was elected 
he received his votes from the democrats 
of Utah, the political party which gave 
him his nomination. Roberts made an 
unsuccessful race for congress at a prior 
election and was defeated by the repub- 
lican nominee, who had been a bitter 
‘Mormon.’ The ‘Mormons’ are both 
democrats and republicans in politics. 
Some of the strengest supporters that 
B. H. Roberts had, had until re- 
cently been verv bitter enemies of the 
‘Mormon’ people, and yet they p- 
ported Roberts, they campai igned from 
one end of the state to the other in his 
interest, because he was the nominee of 
their party. Some of the strongest and 
most powerful antagonists Roberts had 
in his race for congress were ‘Mormon’ 
officials, who were republican in politics, 
and who canvassed the state in the inter- 
est of their party’s candidate. The fight 
against Roberts emanates from a repub- 
lican paper and from Rev. Mr. IIlif, a 
dyed-in-the-wool republican, as well as 
a religious bigot. The latter is making 
his fight under the cloak of religion, but 
1 believe the true main spring of his bit- 
yard Roberts lies in the dol- 
ars and cents he receives as a salary, 
and his revenue from the contribution 
2 which he is never guilty of overlook- 
ng. 

The Richmond News devoted much of 
its space under glaring headlines to the 
“Mormon” Conference, giving a very fair 
report of the proceedings. Their reporter 
was present when President Rich deliv- 
ered his address, a part of which is re- 
ported above, and this paper congratulated 
him upon. his effort, among other things 
saying: 

Those who did not anticipate much of 


‘take of each other’s influence. 


first speaker. 


| 


| the backwoods for converts. 


Aan oratorical effort from President Rich 


were happily disappointed. He proved 
to be an earnest, interesting, forceful 
speaker. He did not mince words, and at 
times was very plain spoken.” 


North Caroline Conference. 


“Conference time” is again with us. 
The time for happy meetings and loving 
associations has come. Once a year the 
Elders of the Southern States Mission 
meet at some convenient point in their 
respective Conferences and shake the 
hand and listen to the advice and coun- 
sel of their worthy President, and par- 
It is a 
feast of. brotherly love, of encourage- 
ment; a recounting of successes and ex- 
periences in the missionary field; a sum- 
ming up of the work done the past year. 
and the laying of plans for the future 
spread of the Gospel. 

President Rich began this year his an- 
nual tour of the mission in North Caro- 
lina, Conference convening in Goldsboro 
on the 3d, 4th and 5th of November. 

Including Presidents Ben E. Rich and 
George A. Lyman, there were forty-four 
Elders present. | 

The evening of the 3d was devoted to 
counsel meeting, held in the Arlington 
house. President Rich occupied the 
time, speaking words of advice and en- 
couragement to the brethren assembled. 

The 4th was devoted to public meet- 
ings. Prejudice was so strong that it 
was impossible to get a hall for love or 
money, suitable for public services. A 
month before the opera house had been 
engaged by President Lewis Swenson 
for this purpose, at a rental of $10 per 
day. The Christian (?) ministers of the 
city determined that the “Mormons” 
should not hold conference in Goldsboro. 
The woman’s club passed resolutions 
against us, and public opinion became so 
strong that the proprietor of the opera 
house, Mr. B. H. Griffin, rather than do 
the right thing and face public opinion, 
broke his contract. President Swenson, 


‘finding it impossible to hold Mr. Griffin 


to his contract, tried to get the court 
house or the court yard, failing in 


both instances. They next tried to get 


some large warehouse or a vacant lot, 
but all in vain. Finally Mr. T. D. Lin- 
sey kindly tendered the use of the yard 
adjoining his boarding house. Accord- 
ingly seats were placed in the yard and 
the porch on the house fixed up for a 


pulpit. 
Morning Session. 

The a was all that could be 
expected under existing conditions, about 
150 persons being present. President 
Lewis Swenson called the meeting to 


order. 


Singing What was witnessed in the 
heavens. 

Prayer—Elder R. A. Bolin. 

Singing—O, My Father, etc. : 

President George A. Lyman was the 
In referring to the res- 
toration of the Gospel, he said it is easy 
for the people of the world to believe in 
dead prophets, but hard for them to be- 
lieve that true and living prophets ex- 
isted today. Whenever God has had a 
people upon the earth He has had a 
Shepherd in their midst. He closed by 
bearing a strong testimony that God 
had spoken in this day and age. 

President Ben E. Rich followed Pres- 
ident Lyman. He refuted the charge 
that we were afraid of the light and in- 
telligence of the world and went only to 
The Elders 
are eager to meet the intelligence of 


‘ 


cities and be heard by all. They are 
willing to meet the world upon the plat- 
form of reason and the Bible. He 
touched upon the organization: of the 
Church, with Apostles and Prophets, 
etc., and closed with an exhortation to 
the people to keep the moral law. 
Singing—Doxology. 
Benediction—President Rich. 
Afternoon session, 2 p m, President 
Lewis Swenson presiding. 
Singing—Come, Come, Ye Saints. 
Prayer— Elder Richard Harkness. 
Singing—Do What is Right. 
Elder R. A. Bolin bore a strong testi- 
mony of the Gospel and spoke at some 


length on the principle of faith. Presi-— 


dent Lewis Swenson spoke upon the 
preaching of the Gospel without purse 
or scrip—it should be free—no private 
interpretation should be placed upon the 
Scriptures. Sincerity of belief will save 
no man, unless the true Gospel is obeyed. 
President Lyman said to have the true 
love of God is to keep His command- 
ments. To be good is to do good. To be 
saved is to work and make sacrifice; to 


wear the yoke that Christ wore. 


Singing—We Thank Thee, O N kor 
a Prophet. 
Benediction—Elder James Blake. 


Sunday, Nov. 5, 10 A.M. 

Meeting called to order by President 
Swenson. 

Singing—The Spirit of God Like a 
Fire is Burning. 

Prayer—Elder J. M. Haws. 

Singing—Let Zion in Her Beauty Rise. 

Elder Jessee Richins was the first 
speaker, his text being “Obedience to 
God’s Laws.” The children of men are 
placed on earth to prepare themselves 
for a happier life. We are saved as fast 
as we obey the laws of heaven. Disobe- 
dience to God's laws is denying our- 
selves of this glory. 

President George A. Lyman spoke 
upon the duty of mankind to investigate 
what was called “Mormonism” and New 
Revelation. We are saved by grace. 
but will be judged by our works. Said 
the message of the Elders was one of 
peace—they hold in one hand an olive 


branch and in the other the Bible. The 


Gospel they are preaching is destined to 
fill the whole earth. 

Singing— What Was Witnessed in the 
Heavens. 

Benediction—Elder Joseph P. Bishoff. 

Afternoon, 2 P.M. 

Singing—An Angel From on High. 

Prayer-—Elder Joseph E. Caldwell. 

Singing—Our God We Raise to Thee. 

President Swenson spoke on unity and 
God’s promises, and “by their fruits ye 
shall know them.”’ 

President Lyman followed, taking for 
his text Heb. 6:1-2. 

Singing. 

Benediction—Robert Houtz. 


Sunday evening a counsel meeting was 


held, and a very successful conference 
closed. 
of tongues was enjoyed. Over 200 
Saints from the neighboring country at- 
tended the conference on Sunday. A 
goodly number of strangers also attend- 
ed the meetings, notwithstanding. the 
Argus predicted there would be no au- 
dience. 


Error may become venerable ‘on age 
and respectable from the number of its 


votaries, but neither age nor popularity 


can ever make it truth.—Orson Spencer. 


Trifies light as air are to the jealous 
confirmations strong as proofs of Holy 


‘Writ. 


In the counsel meeting the gift 
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be sent in at once. 


The Salt Lake Tribune of Nov. 10 has 
an editorial on Roberts. Among other 
things it says: “He was not nominated by 
the Church,“ but goes on to say that 
certain Apostles (who were democrats) 
used their influence, etc. It also says 
we “believed that the First Pres- 
idency would not have been grieved had 
he been defeated.” This statement is 
rather hard on Iliff, who has been telling 
an entirely different story to the people 
of the south. If a person should read 
that Tribune editorial and then attend 
one of Iliff’s southern lectures, he would 
naturally ask himself this question: “I 
wonder which of those fellows is the 
liar?” Then were he to go to Salt Lake 
and see the two clasped in each other’s 
embrace, he would naturally go off by 


HE Knoxville Journal and 

MARY ARD Tribune, published at 
FEW. Knoxville, Tenn., has the 

following to say about the “Mormons” : 

“The Mormons claim that they are 
making converts in Tennessee. ho 
are they? Where are they? What are 
their names? All that we have heard of 
8 be counted on the fingers of one 

and.“ 

The editor of the Journal and Trib- 
une evidently does not understand 
Mormonism.“ Possibly his information 
has been acquired in the other fellow 
said so“ school. If this be true, will this 
gentleman kindly explain why it is that 
ministers all over Tennessee, as in 
all other parts, excuse themselves for 
persecuting the “Mormons” by saying 
that they are breaking up our 
churches,” “they are leading our flocks 
away with false doctrine,’ and such 
like. It such were the case, that we 
have few followers, if he will read Matt. 
7:13-14 he will learn that Jesus said 
“many” followed the broad way and 
were lead to destruction, while only a 
“few’’ went the “narrow way” of life. 


The Presbyterian church is considera- 
bly stirred up over the actions of Dr. 
MeGiffert, who has been instructing the 
students for the ministry, because of 
some instructions given, as they say, 
that are heretical. To smooth their ruf- 


‘| fled feelings resolutions were passed sup- 


posed to be an interpretation of the 
standard, but in reality constituting an- 
other standard. 

In the resolutions they state that the 
Holy Scriptures are absolutely free from 
error when interpreted in their natural 
and intended sense.” Dr. McGiffert 
must either acknowledge the accuracy 
of this new standard, or else withdraw. 

Many years ago a man who had or- 
ganized a church, when asked what the 
new church believed, among other things 
said: ‘‘We believe the Bible to be the 
word of God, as far as it is translated 
correctly.” | 

From that day until now hundreds of 
ministers of various creeds, the above 
mentioned not excepted, have been per- 
secuting this new sect because they said 
“they do not preach ‘Christ and Him 
crucified’ and deny the Bible.” After 
over half a century’s time they acknowl- 
edge the wisdom of this ‘illiterate’ 
youth, as they were pleased to call him, 
by adopting in substance one of the “be- 
liefs“ he advocated. 


The people in the United States use in 
strong drink each year the value of its 
annual product of wheat, corn, buck- 
wheat, potatoes, gold, silver, pig iron, 
nickel and precious stones; that is, $1,- 
200,000,000. And in addition it costs our 
nation annually for lost labor, crime, 
pauperism. and sickness as much as it 
pays for public education, its pension de- 
partment and its late war, viz., $800,- 
000,000; that is, directly and indirectly, 
the liquor traffic costs the people of this 
nation $2,000,000,000 and 1,000,000 men. 


Lord Wolseley said in a recent speech 
before the English Army Temperance 
Association: There are yet some bat- 
tles to be fought, some great enemies to 
be encountered by the United Kingdom, 
but the most pressing enemy at present 


is drink. It kills more than all our new- 
est weapons of warfare, and not only 


destroys the body, but the mind and soul 


himself and scratch his head. 


also.”’ 


Dear Heart, though 


E copy the following from 


OF ene Weekly Truth, of 
as. East Baton Rouge, La. : 


Every lover of peace and order and 

every advocate of speedy enforcement 
cf laws, must rejoice that the black 
brute, Val Bates, goes to his doom 
through legal channels and not by the 
hands of a mob. We may now point 
with pride to the fact that in the parish 
of East Baton Rouge the court enjoys 
the confidence of the people and that we 
are not forced to measures in dealing 
with criminals of the Bates stripe, which 
outrage the moral sense of the commu- 
nity and lower us to a level with the 
savage. True, had Bates been captured 
by the mob which, frenzied with passion, 
huhted him for days just after the com- 
mission of his fiendish crime and been 
lynched, we would most undoubtedly 
have condoned the unlawful act, but 
when the first excitement: had passed 
and ‘cool and calm reason had resumed 
its sway, it is gratifying to feel that the 
law was permitted to deal with Bates, 
and that the court officials received the 
hearty .support of our citizens. 
The speedy conviction of this ruffian 
did more to bring the people to a reali- 
zation of the fact that the courts are 
fully competent to deal with all classes 
of criminals, and that mob law is not 
only unnecessary, but is d ng, 
unchristian and destructive to the best 
interests of the parish, than all the lect- 
uring and preaching and newspaper edi- 
torials which might be spoken, preached 
or written in six months’ time. 

The majesty of the law has been up- 
held, Bates goes to his death through 
legal means, and no foul stain of law- 
lessness or savagery is to be found upon 
the escutcheon of the law-loving, -law- 
abiding citizens of the parish of East 
Baton Rouge. Let it ever be thus is the 
prayer of all good citizens. 

We congratulate the people of East 
Baton Rouge Parish in the splendid ex- 
ample and good conduct’ of its citizens. 
We hope that other parts will follow 


| this plan and give every man a “hear- 


ing before “hanging” him. Even in 
religious matters this would be more 
Christ-like than whipping and mobbing 
men because they differ with you in re- 
ligious belief. 


If the Conference Presidents will 
state in their reports the number of El- 
ders in their respective Conferences we 
will send that number of copies of the 
Star to them, that every Elder may have 
a copy. 


— 
— 


We can furnish back numbers of the 


Star to those people who have not a 


complete volume, and can have them 
bound for you for 75 cents. 


HAVE COURAGE. 
Selected. 


— 
— 


hard at times your 


Remember life is like a changeful stream. 
Its course, deep hidden oft in cold, dark 


shades, 
Cl by rough weeds and rock is slug- 
sh made. 
But gushing forth at last, ‘neath warm, 


bright sun, 
How glad, how free, how clear its waters 


run! 
So shall your life be, dearest, ere yeu 


W, 
Tou'll pass from shade into the sunshine’s 


=. 
Be . meee, fear not; but your best service 
To Hi who is your one safe, faithful 
Friend.’ 
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| LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 
ö 1. We believe in Bog the Eternal Father, end in His See 
and in the Holy Ghost. 
| mea will be punished for their own 
the atonement of all 
and ordinances of 
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to prosch tbe gospel and inthe 
ia the came organisation that existed lo 
ra Aposties, Prophets, Pastors, 
J. We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, 
visions, interpretation of tongues, ete. 
Vo ballore the Bible to be the word — 
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9. We believe all that God has 
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anim the Almighty God 
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A Manifestation of the Spirit. 


Church of Jesus Christ 
Of Latter-Day Saints, 
4 Rock Brenth, October 18th, 1899. 
‘Bless ad are ye when men shall revile 
ou persecute you and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely for 
my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad 
for great is your reward in heaven., etc.— 
Matt. v., 11-12. 
To Our Neighbors and Friends: 

We feel it to be our. duty to express to 
you our grateful thanks for your nobie 


conduct during the late demonstrations 


of mob violence against us, in refraining 


from joining the mobs of our enemies or 


countenaneing in any way the bitter per- 
secution with which we have been as- 
sailed. 

Although many of you differ with us on 
religious views and might under the cir- 
cumstances have been expected to bit- 
terly oppose us, we thank God for the 
kindly Christian spirit you have dis- 
played and for the noble example of for- 
bearance and religious toleration you 


have set to others. Friends and neigh- These 


bors! You will'not lose your reward! 
and we pray our heavenly Father to pour 
out His blessings upon you for your good 
works in this respect. 

You know that we are an honest, God- 


fearing people, and as neighbors you 


well. know that the charges brought 
against us by evil-minded persons are un- 


true and for that reason you have acted 
as you did. It is ever so with the Latter- 


Day Saints, those who know us best love 
us best. Persecuting mobs are always 
made up of those who do not know us or 


are ignorant of our doctrine. 


Perchance this may fall into the dan 


of one who has been persecuting us. My 


friend, put down your shotgun and take 
up your Bible. We freely forgive you, 
and we breathe the prayer of our blessed 


Saviour upon the cross, Father, forgive 


them, for they know not what they do;“ 
the same who said, “Love your enemies; 
bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you,” etc. 

Dear friends, do not become discour- 
aged at this persecution, but go on 
humbly serving the Lord and doing your 
duty. We know it is hard to bear, oh! 
how hard! but God knoweth best. 


time all life’s lessons have been 


And suns and stars forevermore have set, 

The things spurned. weak judgments here 
ve spurn 

The things o’er which we grieved with 


will flash ug — — us out of Ute's dark night 
As 8 ane tars shine most in deeper tints of 


| Ana we Anal see how all God's plans were 


t, 
And w what seemed reproof was love 
most true! 
God knoweth best! 

And now we say to friend and foe 
alike, investigate 3 out belief, 
look well into the 2 rinciples of our faith 
and if you find therein anything con- 
trary to the Word of „ come, show 
it to us and we will at once discard it, 
for we 3 want —— truth, the 


whole truth and nothing but the truth. 


May God bless you 5 4 vou to a 
rayer. 


Red r. 
The letter written by the 
Sain oi and truly demon- 

othe rit of God does for 

have the true spirit in contra- 
distinction to the spirit others claim to 
njoy or the one they receive when they 
on.’ 


“The = of the spirit are love, joy. 
peace, Does this letter cate 
that the writees are in possession of 
virtues? or the works fi 
tred, variance, * * 

murders, — — 
revelings such like? 

The Spirit given by God does not incite 
the recipients to act as some es 
do, it kind and long-suffering. 
are told to the spirits to see weather 
they are of or not, if the fruit 
of the spirit we can see by 
men's actions t they have the spirit. 
We are told a „love one another,“ for 
“love is of > and “He that loveth 
not knoweth not God, for God is love.“ 

“If a man say I love God and hateth 
75 brother, he is a liar.”—I. John iv., 


people believe the age and “every 
cael of it,” as they say they do, why 
are they not doers of the word. In the 
persecution of the saints in 1846, when 
trom “one city to another” they fled for 
protection, something they never could 
get, did the Spirit of God assert itself in 
ge: actions? We find them assemble 

n the banks of the Missouri river one 
3 day. the other side was 
some incarnate monsters who had driven 
them from their homes, had plundered 
their possessions and burned their houses. 
ple knelt down and asked God 
to forgive their enemies, who knew not 
what ey were doing. 

If men are to be known by their fruits 
who of these two factions were enjoying 
the “fruits of the Spirit’ of God—the 
mobbers who threatened life and limb 
and drove the elders from the parish in 
which they lived? or those people, who 
believed as the elders, and pray God to 
Te their enemies for doing as they 

ere 


The 3 of the — 


BY J. T. CARRUTH. 
Inasmuch as man naturally has relig- 
ious tendencies, he looks around him to 
see which of all the sects he believes will 
bring unto him the most happiness upon 
the earth and assure his abode in the 
kingdom of heaven, and the one: that 
most favorably impresses him is gener- 
ally the one with which he affiliates. He 
believes that it will be the means of sav- 
ing him in the kingdom of heaven. Ask 
him what those laws are which he is try- 
ing or supposed to obey, and he will in- 
variably answer that it is the Gospel. 
Ask if he believes in the Gospel as it was 
taught by the Savior and His Apostles 
when they were upon the earth, and he 
will answer yes. Should that Gospel be 
the same today as it was then? I would 
answer that if it is not precisely the 
same it is not the Gospel and has no 
‘power to save and exalt mankind in the 
kingdom of our Father. 

We have in the world today churches 
of various kinds, all professing to be true, 
but their systems of religion are as va- 
ried as the individual opinions of men. 
The Psalmist David says the laws of 
the Lord are perfect: Then if these laws 
are perfect the Gospel which the Savior 
taught must also be perfect, and to 
change it in any particular to make it 
accord with the opinions of men would 
be bringing man under the most wretched 


curse. Jesus Christ did not establish 


systems of religion, but, on the other 
hand, established.one system, and sent 
His disciples into: fhe world to teach this 
perfect system, with the promise that 
all who rendered: obedience thereto would 
become heirs of the blessings of that 
kingdom where none but the righteous, 
made so by obeying perfect laws, can 
dwell. Inasmuch, then, as there are in 
the world today systems which are called 
religion and are almost as much in oppo- 
sition to each other as they are numerous, 


* 


is it not a presumptive evidence that all 
of them cannot be that perfect system 
which was established in the meridian of 
time? Do they correspond with the 
teachings of that Lowly Nazarine both 
in doctrine and in organization? If not 
they have no legitimate claim to the 
name of Christianity. 

Looking back, then, to the days when 
the Gospel of Christ was established 
upon the earth, we find it came in con- 
tlict with every religious creed then in 
existence, because it was truth coming 
in contact with error, and they could not 
be intermixed. The laws and doctrines 
of Christ were perfect, while the systems 
of the Pharisees, Saducees, Ethenes and 
other sects were mixtures of truth and 
error, because they did not harmonize 
with each other, and none of them har- 
monized with the teachings of Christ, 
yet they had become so popular and firm- 
ly rooted in the minds of the people that 
but very few of them were induced to 
abandon it and receive the teachings of 
that sect which was everywhere spoken 
against.“ Does not the world today pre- 
sent a similar picture? If the various 
sects are all correct, why do they not 
teach the same things? If their laws are 
perfect, why the separation and multi- 
plicity of sects rather than a unity? How 
severely did Paul rebuke the Corinthian 
Saints because it was reported that there 
were contentions and divisions among 
them—because some were of Paul and 
others of Apollis—and he further says 
that Christ is not divided. It seems that 
were that same Apostle to speak to divid- 
ed Christendom of this day its severity 
would be multiplied many fold, because 
there are more division and thrice the 
confusion among religious sects today 
than existed in the days of Paul. 

If there could be found the same or- 
ganized system of religion today that ex- 
isted then, with the same authorized ser- 


vants to speak as one having authority, 


and the same eternal laws for mankind 
to obey, would it not be far better for 
the edifying of the Saints than the mul- 
tiplicity of sects speaking as the Scribes 
and Pharisees who crucified the Son of 


man, and who spoke without authority? 


BE (COMFORTED. 


Where — te 
Whom death hath torn asunder here, 
tis to die 


dark, and drear and lone! 

W seem that brighter world of bliss: 
If we should fail to find the one,— 
ar the fail to find our loved of this. 


ve brighter shine, 
‘And Gee a we'll dwell in peace forever. 


It cannot be, we have no fear, 

The light we have — not the brow; 
We know there is a 1 ge here, 

Than this cold world ds us now; 
Our Father’s ear our sorrow egg 

When heavy weighs death’s icy chain; 
"Tis God that bidg us our tears, 

meet again. 


© Get. in heart shal 
Man 28, 1899. 


Teach me feel another’ 8 woe, 
To hide the fault I see 
That I to others show, 
t mercy show to me. 


Albert Phelps, in the October Atlantic. 
In a 12 world, we morta deaf an. 


Grope through the mystery aie 
ty, and 
Waste it to leave an empty — behind. 


—— 
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O! that bright orb, where dwells no night F 
he And leave this dreary world below,— a 
Meet loving ones and onward fiy, 9 
To golden shores’ immortal glow. i] 
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it right of the Lord to take 
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MOTIVES AND FEELINGS OF THE SAINTS. 


‘BY PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR (Sermon Preached in 1888.) 


(Continued from Page 398.) ! 

What are we? We are noble, intel- 
ligent beings, bearing the impress of 
Jehovah. With all our imperfections, 
we can reflect 7 — things back, and 
things to come. ur minds are capable 
of flying from one part of the earth to 
the other, in less than a moment of time. 
We can contemplate things we did in 
the years of our infancy, and. thousands 
of miles distant from our present posi- 
tion; and in another moment contem- 
late things that are ahead of us. That 
s a de of wisdom and intelligence 
which God has imparted unto us, and 
which we may improve as intelligent be- 
ings, and, having tasted of the fountain, 
o and drink, and participate more fully 


in all those blessings which are in store 


for us. 

I have often been amused at the nar- 
row contracted ideas of, men, when I 
have looked abroad in the world, and 
seen their cogitations and calculations in 
their writings. One man believes in jus- 
tification by faith, another in justifica- 
tion by works. Some believe in one 
thing, and sdme in another; all have 
their own peculiar ideas, unguided and 
ungoverned by the only legitimate rule 
and standard of truth—the living and 
eternal Priesthood of God. Few can ex- 
tend their charity sufficiently for to be- 
lieve it is possible that 
saved as well as themselves; but that 
some few thousands of people are going 
to heaven, and all the rest to hell, is the 
prevailing belief; and if a few, besides 
these “elect,” reach heaven, the 
it will be a hard chance. The Protest- 
ants believe the Catholics are all in er- 
ror, and pack the whole church off to 
heli as the mother of harlots, without 
any trouble, or without even a sigh. And 
the old mother is just as uncharitable to- 
wards her daughters, for they are her 
offspring, and she sends the whole of 
them unceremoniously to the same place. 
The Catholics and Prostetants are gen- 
the Catholics and Protestants are gen- 
erally united in sending all the Mohame- 
tans and Heathens there. It would be 
something like it was with me once, 
when I was discussing with a minister 
on the principles of “Mormonism.” 
fore I got through with him, he nearly 
destroyed and cast away the whole of 
the Bible, in his zeal to destroy our 
faith. He threw away one book after 
another, until but. a small portion re- 
mained. So it is with the religious world 
generally; each one packs off his neigh- 
bor to hell; and after such narrow minds 
have made their selections of the worthy 
ones, and put them right, as they think, 
few besides will get to heaven. 

Others will take everybody to heaven, 
no matter who or -what they“are. | 
think the latter idea is as ridiculous as 
the former, although there is something 
more pleasing in the last idea, I must 
confess, than in the other. The only 
thing I would hate in it is being associ- 
ated with a multitude of cutthroats and 
blacklegs there. For instance—the old 
world was cut off through their wicked- 
ness and corruption. I could not think 
all these 
wicked fellows straight to heaven, be- 
cause they were wicked and unworthy, 
and leave Noah and his family to com- 
bat with the troubles of earth because 
they were righteous. But such are the 
ideas of men; while some are all charity, 
others have none at all. I have some- 
times thought that we “Mormons” are 
almost as uncharitable as others. 

I believe God has a great design in 
view, in the creation of the human fam- 
ily. I do not believe that an all-wise 
Being wauld ever make a beautiful earth 
like this, and people it with man, and a 
multiplicity of other kinds of beings de- 
signed to exist upon it, and all for no 


purpose. I do not believe that 350,000,- 


some will be. 


000 of people that live in China in a 
state of heathen darkness are created 
to live in this state, and be damned be- 
cause they have not the right religion. I 
do not believe that all the nations that 
worship various kinds of idols, in dif- 
ferent parts of the earth, and know noth- 
ing about the true God, will be con- 
signed to burn in fire hereafter, because 
they know no better than worship as they 
do. I cannot receive any such ideas 
into my mind. Although I was going to 
say I am not a Universalist, but I am, 
and I am also a Presbyterian, and a 
Roman Catholic, and a ethodist. In 
short, I believe in every true principle 
that is imbibed by any person or sect, 
and reject the false. If there is any 
truth in heaven, earth, or hell, I want 
to embrace it, I care not what shape it 
comes in to me, who 222 it, or who 
believes in it, whether it is popular or 
unpopular. Truth, eternal truth, I wish 
to float in and enjoy. 

Now I come to us, Mormons.“ We 
are the only true Church, so we say. We 
have got the only true faith, sO we say 
and believe. I believe we have Be many 
great and true principles reve from 
the heavens. I will tell you how I feel 
about it, and what I have said many 
times when I have been abroad among 
the priests, ple and philosophers. If 
any man under the heavens can show me 
one principle of error that I have enter- 
tained, I will lay it aside forthwith, and 
be thankful for the information. On 
the other hand, if any man has got any 

rinciple of truth, whether moral, relig- 
ous, philosophical, or of any other kind. 
that is calculated to benefit mankind, 
I promise him I will embrace it, but I 
will not partake of his errors along with 
it. It a man should say, I am in pos- 
session of one piece of truth, and, be- 
cause I have got that, I must be right, 
am I to believe him? Certainly not. It 
does not follow that he has not many 


errors. 

The Catholics have many pieces of 
truth; so have the Protestants, the Ma- 
hometans and Heathens; and am I to 
embrace one of these systems because it 
has got certain things that are right? No. 
Suppose a person should tell me that two 
multiplied by two makes four. Well, 
that is right. I believe it with all my 
heart. ut suppose he believes and 
teaches also, that six and four make 
twenty and exhorts me to believe it, say- 
ing—I was right in the other calcula- 
tion, did I not prove the other to you? 
O, yes, but you did not prove that six 
and four make twenty. will take out 
the truth and leave the error. 

Then you believe that we, as Mor- 
mons,'“ have got truth? O, yes, I do, and 
for this reason I have traveled exten- 
sively in most of the states of the Loose" 
and in Canada; also in England, Irelan 
and Scotland; in the Isle of Man, Jersey, 
and other islands of the sea; in France, 
Germany, Belgium, and other parts of 
the carth; and I have not yet seen a man 
that could find one error in doctrine or 
principle connected with the religion of 
the Latter Day Saints. I do not talk 
of practice. God knows there is too 
much delinquency among us. I speak of 
principle. en if you have got a thing 
that nobody can overturn, but can be 
sustained everywhere; that bids defiance 
to the wisdom and intelligence of the 
world to find one fault in it, you must 
say it is right, until it is proven to be 
wrong. 

Can anybody prove to you that two 
multiplied by two makes six? There are 
certain things which are matters of fact 
—two multiplied by two makes four, and 
two parallel lines 3 extended will 
never meet at right an 
eternity. These truths demonstrate 
themselver, no man can alter these mat- 


ters of fact. And if I have got principles 


es, but run to 


which are out of oe ore of man to 
prose false, I consider they are right, and 


to ach the enrages every creature, 
saying, “he that be eth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; and he that believ- 
eth not shall be damned.” He has told 
me to do this. And how many millions 


We must 


how to touch my understanding, and how 
to touch theirs; and if they live and die 
without a knowledge of „ and His 
law, we are told that they will be judged 
according to the light they have, and not 
according to that they have not. ose 
that have lived without law, will be 
judged without law. 
Am I going to weep over the condition 
of the world? No. made it, and if 
He suffers millions to dwell upon it in 
ignorance of Him, I have nothing to do 
with it. All I have to do is, when God 
sends me, to go and teach the people the 
principles of light, intelligence, and 
truth, so far as I know them, and no 
further; and if they reject them, it is 
none of my business. In many 1 
they do it for want of information, and 
according to the government, priesteraft, 
prejudices, etc., of which they are under 
the dominion. It is difficult for them to 
comprehend correet principles when they 
hear them, or to know the light when 
they see it shine. The light shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness comprehend- 
eth it not. They understand many things, 
perhaps better than you do, but they do 
not understand the principles of the Gos- 
pel as you do, for want of the light of 
the Spirit of God. No man can under- 
stand that without the Spirit. A great 
many among the prevailing sects of the 
day have to some considerable extent en- 
compassed sea and land to make prose- 
lytes, and in the majority of instances 
where they have been successful, the 
have made m ten fold more the chil- 
dren of hell than they were before. 
They have taught them risy, and 
evils of many kinds, of which they were 
ignorant before. They do not under- 
stand how to propagate true principles, 
for they do not understand them them- 
selves, and how can they teach them to 
others? But I will love them, and let 
them £0. 
We “Mormons” think that we have 
made a wonderful stretch, for we sax 
that all Israel is going to be saved, and 
we believe we are of Israel, and that we 
shall be gathered into the fold with 
them. And when we are gathered in 
with all the Israel of God, as we call 
them, that have lived in the various ages 
of the world up to the present time, we 
with them shall be redeemed and saved 
in the eternal kingdom of God. What 
else? Then His work will be accom- 
plished, 72 may say. But I do not think 
it will, though it will certainly be a great 
work. This looks like the time of the 
restoration of. all things, but in reality — 
it is only a restoration of a few. Why, 
oot may inquire, will you take in some 
y besides the Israelites? nly. 
We are told they were beloved for the 
fathers’ sakes, and in consequence of 
the promises made to the fathers. If 
they are brought in, it will be in conse- 
quence of these promises. I wonder if 
there were no other men of faith besides 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that existed 
previous to their days. And if there 


| On the other hand, am I to think it is 
| | ee right, because I am right, to send every- 
: , body else to hell? No, I will leave them 
in the hands of God. He has told me 
of are 0 never 
heard the cn . And are they going 
to be damned for not believing in a thing 
they have never heard, and that never 
came within their range, and that they 
have not the slightest knowledge of? No. 
What is it we have to do? Hi 
be eg forth the light of the Gospel. 
hy? Because God has communicated 
a system of religion which is calculated 
to ennoble and exalt the human family. 
The world is confused, it is in dark- 
ness and ignorance, and knows nothing 
| | about God, His purposes, designs, or the 
object of His creations. God knows : 
| 
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were, I want to know if they knew any- 
thing about God, and obtained promises 
fur their offspring. I will go a little 
further t old Abraham, and say, I 
am wr to see your .posterity saved, 
Abraham, but I k some of your de- 
scendants p esied of the time when 
Ammon w stretch out his hands to 
God, and Moab and Philistia be blessed 
with the same blessing. I think some of 
your descendants, when their minds were 
enlightened and looked for- 
ward into the womb of the future, to a 
time when there would be a great gath- 
ering, when people from Hamath, Cush, 
and from the islands of the sea, when | 
different tribes and nations should flow 
together to the name of the Lord of. 
Hosts. If Abraham .knew how to ob- 
tain promi I wonder, for instance, if 
the old man that was called Melchisedec, 
who lived before Abraham, and whom 
Paul in his writings makes a greater 
man than Abraham, for, says he, “the 
lesser was blessed of the greater“ — I 
wonder if Melchisedec did not know also 
how to obtain promises for his 
There was an old man who lived in the 
land of Uz, who is said to have been a 
very tient man; notwithstanding he 
cu the day he was born, and the 
womb that gave him birth. He surel 
knew how to obtain . from ‘ 
God came to him, and he obtained bless- 
ings from God, and could look forward 
through the dark vista of ages and con- 
template the purposes of , and he 
saw himself not only dead and buried, 
but, said he, “though after my skin 
worms shall destroy this body, 875 in my 
flesh shall I see God.“ He had the kind 
of religion I believe in, exactly—a relig- 

ion that caused him to know and under- 
stand something of God and His pet 
d he acted upon it, and profited 
Very well, if he knew about these 
gs, I want to know whether he will 
ave some promises to claim for him- 
self and descendants by and bye, when 
they are hunted up. 

I will go further back yet; to old 
Noah, for instance. He was a good man, 

s life was 3 „ an poste 
with him. He was a man of God. 1 
want to know if he co ‘also obtain 
blessings for his posterity, and whether 
he will feel after them some time or oth- 
er, and if the time will come round that 
they may partake of the covenants and 
blessings of God, and stand in their prop- 


er place, and not be 
. he 


= 


fallen and so debased a set as the In- 
dians that dwell in these mountains, and 
that roam wildly over the broad prairies 
of this try? Their fathers have got 
thing for them, to bring them 
fo to inherit the promises. It is for 
after his seed, and be in- 
eir ‘welfare. 


him/ coffiing on the earth, as he is the 
head and father of us all. Well, now I 
want to know if the old gentlemen would 
like to see his children packed off by na- 
tions into A place of torment, millions 
and iehs turned off into the Catholic 
hell, to roast there to all eternity. 

think he has fatherly feeling to his nu- 
merous offspring, and would desire, and 
seek earnestly to have, them saved, to 
have them redeemed from their fallen 


and degraded condition. For oy are 


no worse fallen, no more and 
corrupt, than the Israelites are, and 
have as much right to be brought forth 
at the proper time, and be blessed, as 
they have. This is my doctrine, and. 
these are my feelings. 


back to old Adam, and see 


You may go to the head fountain of | 
all, to the God who made Adam, and say, 


O, Lord, why did you make the earth, 
and cause the sun, and moon, and stars 
to be made to give light to it, and man 
to inhabit it, telling him to multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and cause it to bring 
forth in its strength for man and beast? 

I will go back further, and find the 
spirits that. are existing with him in the 
eternal world. They came here, and ob- 
tained bodies, that both bodies and spir- 
its might receive an exaltation among 
the Gods, and be capable of eternal in- 
crease worlds without end. I think this 
agrees more with philosophy and truth, 
with an intelligent and extensive mind. 
with true religion, with our fathers, and 
with God, than anything else we see 
abroad. 

I see the world of mankind in darkness, 
and try my ‘best to enlighten them as 
much as ible. If I can do them any 
good, I will it. God has revealed His 
truth to us Mormons.“ What to do? To 
make us glory in it, and in nothing but 
what God gives to us; and to teach it to 


others, that they may be put in posses- 


sion of the same intelligence that we en- 
Joy. What have we to do? To spread 
this Gospel to every nation, kindred, 


tongue, and people, that the Spirit of the 


Lord may operate upon those who love 
the truth, that they may have an oppor- 
tunity of embracing it, and of ‘participat- 
ing in the same blessings we enjoy, and 
forming a nucleus whereby a of 
eternal truth may be developed, and an- 
gels come again and communicate with 
the human family, that the earth may 
answer the end of its creation, and that 
all men who, ever did or ever will live 
may answer the end of their creation, 
that men who have fallen from ri 
ness may suffer for their sins and trans- 
gressions, and by and .bye come forth 
and enjoy their proper lot in the eternal 
world. 

“Oh, then,” say you, J will do as I 
please in this world.’ Very well, go 
and do it. It will prove that you do not 
live by the truth use you love it, 
but if you follow the truth, you are ac- 
tuated to do so by a dastardly fear o 
hell. If this is the case, I would not give 
the ashes of a rye straw for ten thou- 
sand such “Mormons.”. If a man cannot 
stand up in the defense of truth, to the 
death, it is not worth having, and he is 


not a man who is acknowledged or con- 


sidered worthy among the Saints. But 
such will find it is a fearful thinggto fall 


into the hands of the living God. 


I will notice an instance for your in- 
formation, to stir up your pure minds, if 
you have got such minds. I read of 


many people who were destroyed by the 


flood; and in Jesus Christ’s day, we read 
that He was put to death in the flesh, 
and quickened by the Spirit, by which 


He went to preach to the spirits in pris- 


on, who had been disobedient in the days 
of Noah, etc. He preached to them, and 
they came forth out of their confinement. 
Well, that would be all right,“ you say. 
O, ves, but I want to know how you 
would like to be shut up in prison three 
or four thousand years, or even one year. 
It is said in Scripture that it is a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living . It also says that “the 
wicked shall be turned into hell with 
all the nations that forget God.“ 

you believe that? “Cer- 
tainly I do.“ I remember a minister 
once asking me a question upon this sub- 
ect. rina he, ou believe in eter- 
nal punishment?” O, yes, I believe the 
wicked will be turned into hell, with all 
the nations that forget God.“ Do you 
believe they will stay there?’ 0, no.” 
„Why do you not?’ Because it is not 
according to Scripture.” But if they all 
be turned into hell who forget God, and 
will go away into everlasting punish- 
ment, will they not stay there forever?’ 
“Yes,” I said, “they will go into ever- 
lasting punishment, but they will come 
out again.” “How is that?’ Why the 
Scriptures declare that death and hell 
will deliver up their dead, and the sea 
deliver up the dead that is in it; and all 
nations will stand before God, to be 


‘believe God 


ghteous- 


judged according to the deeds done in 
the body.” So you see they have got to 
come out to be te according to their 
works, whether they be or evil. 


Suppose we have a state’s prison, for in-. 


stance, in this place, a transgressor of 
the laws of the land is put in for a cer- 
tain time, according to the deeds which 
he has done, and the evidence and cir- 
cumstances of the case. After he has 
suffered according to law, he is set at 
liberty, but, mark you, the prison still 
remains, which 
eternal punishment, er God's punish- 
ment. ho will go there? The wicked, 
for the punishment of their sins, and to 
teach them a useful lesson. The Scrip- 
tures say that some will not have for- 
giveness in this world, nor in the world 
to come, but these we will leave in the 
hands of God. , 


| Some ag ag will ask if we think the 
devil will be saved. You must ask him, 


for I have nothing to say about it. I 
have gone far enough in my remarks. I 
will accomplish all His pur- 
poses, and Satan will not have power to 
frustrate His designs in any way what- 
ever; for if he did, he would be more 
powerful than very man will 
rewarded according to the deeds done in 
the e Those who have received 
pure and heavenly principles, and lived 
up to them, and kept the celestial law 
of God, will enjoy a celestial kingdom. 
Those who have not attained to this per 
fection, but can obey a terrestrial law. 
will receive a terrestrial glory, and en- 
oy a terrestrial kingdom, and so on. 
ut I believe, furthermore, that there 
are eternal grades of progression, which 
will continue worlds without end, and to 
an infinity of enjoyment, expansion, 
. and of everything cal- 
culated to ennoble and exalt mankind. 


This is one of our first estates, or it is 


our second estate, if you please, and so 
we move on from state to state, with a 
knowledge of the true principles of the 
eternal world revealed to us, which 
principles are eternal—eternal truth, 


f | eternal life, eternal intelligence. leading 


us on to the possession of celestial king- 
doms of God. From intelligence to intel- 


ligence, from glory to glory, from power 


to power, we proceed onward, until we 
—e thrones, ‘and powers, and domin- 
ons in the eternal worlds. And I pray 
to give us power to obtain all these 
—— in the name of Jesus Christ. 
men. 


| DEAD 

Sister Barbara Johnson, of Bay St. 
Louis, Miss., departed this life Nov. 6. 
1899. She joined the church Sept. 9. 
1894, and was an active member of the 


Bay St. Louis branch of the Church of 


Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and 
bore a faithful testimony to the last. 
Her service and assistance will be great- 
ly missed and mourned by her associ- 
ates. We join in sympathy with the 


bereaved. 


A precious one from us is gone, 
A face we love is 1 3 
A place is vacant in our home 
ich never can be filled. 


God in His wisdom has recalled 
The boon His love had given, 
And though the body moulders here 
The soul is safe in heaven. 
—W. Samuel Windom. 


Releases and Appointments. 


The following brethren have been re- 
leased after filling honorable missions: 

James Duffin, Virginia. 

D. W. Gibson, East Tennessee. 

R. M. Owen, Georgia. 

A. W. McKay, North Kentucky. 


The opportunity to do mischief is found 
a hundred times a day, and that of doing 
good once a year.—Voltaire. 


may be compared to 


| 

i 

would not like to see his posterity there, ¥ 
more than Abraham would like to see . 
his. All these holy men have their inter- i. 
est to feel after their posterity, and all x 
desire to see them brought 3 j 
one, “they are fallen crea- 

tures.” d so are the Israelites. 
Where will you find a more corrupt set 4 
than the descendants of Ephraim, so far | 

— | 

| 

| 

We-will go | 

| 


